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Foreword by the Director of the
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms

This publication of crime gun data for calendar year 2000 marks the fourth annual compilation of
firearms trace analyses since the inception of the Youth Crime Gun Interdiction Initiative (YCGII) in
1996. As the number of communities involved has increased from the original 17 to 55, so has the
value of this information as a relevant tool for law enforcement. With this knowledge, communities
have formulated sound gun enforcement strategies for proactive use in firearms investigations. This is a
direct result of the strong partnerships our agents have forged with every participating agency. Any
level of success is impossible without this valued cooperation.

This report analyzing calendar year 2000 gun traces was delayed as a result of our redirection of a portion of
our law enforcement resources after the tragic events of September 11, 2001. ATF agents, inspectors, and
support staff joined thousands of other Federal, State and local law enforcement personnel across the country to
pursue every available lead. At our National Tracing Center, a majority of the staff was dedicated to reviewing
and analyzing massive amounts of related information.

The information in this report clearly demonstrates our commitment to this program, to our partnerships, and to
the protection of our citizens. The enforcement approach embodied in YCGII provides each community the
opportunity and ability to customize their efforts to address their own gun problems, trends, sources, and
investigations. As we have seen, violence against Americans can take many forms. With strong partnerships,
continued vigilance, and the use of the information at hand, we can continue to challenge those who would
criminally use an illegally obtained firearm.

Pty o

Bradley A. Buckles






Crime Gun Trace Reports

(2000)
Chicago"

S

The Youth Crime Gun
Interdiction Initiative







Department of the Treasury, Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms o Youth Crime Gun Interdiction Initiative

CRIME GUN TRACE REPORTS (2000)
Chicago, lllinois

Table of Contents

Foreword by the Director of the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms............cccocvveercciccnenccscsnnrecsssnsnees i
INErOAUCTHION. cceeeieiiinrreiiinriecisnriessssnnncsssssnsssssssssssssssssssssssssossssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssnsssssssassssssns 1

Youth Crime Gun Interdiction INItHAtiVe CItIES.......eevuieeiieriieeiieriieeieeieeieeeeeeieeeve e eveeeee e 2

The Youth Crime Gun Interdiction INItIAtIVE.........cceeeiieriieiiieiieeie et 3

Following the Gun to Successful Firearms Enforcement.............ccccoeevveviiiiiiniiiiienieeiieceeeeene 4

Highlights of the ChiCago RePOTt.....cccueiiiiiissnniensisseniessssssnecssssssrsssssssssesssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssss 5

List of Tables and Figures

Table A: Crime Gun Trace Requests: Age of Possessor and Relationship to Purchaser..... 8
Table B: Crime Gun Trace Requests: Crime Type by Age of Possessor.........cccccuveeeuveenneee. 9
Table C: Crime Gun Trace Requests: Type of Firearm by Age of Possessor..................... 10
Table D: Most Frequent Crime Gun Trace Requests:
Manufacturer, Caliber, and Type by Age of POSSESSOT........ccccvveecviierciieiciieeine. 11
Table E: Time-to-Crime for Most Frequently Traced Crime Guns by
Manufacturer, Caliber, and TYPe........cccceviiriiniiniiniiiiiiee e 13
Table F: Most Frequent Source States for Crime Guns Traced to a Firearms Dealer....... 15
Table G: Dealer Trace Frequency and Distance to ReCOVery.........ccooveviiiiieniienieennieenne. 17
Table H: Crime Guns with Obliterated Serial Numbers..........cccccceeviieiiiniiienienieeieee 18
Table I:  Results of Crime Gun Traces: Age of POSSESSOT........cccccvveervieeiiieeieecieeeeieeeae 19
Table J: Results of Crime Gun Traces: Detailed Analyses..........cccceevveeviienieecienieeneennen. 20
Appendices
A. GlOSSATY.ccceuunericiinnricissnricsssnencssssssnsssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssnsssssssssssssssssssns A-1
B. TEChNICAL NOLES...ceiieieeiiiiiieiiiintiiciittiiiisntiicssntiessssseeesssesessssseesssssssssssssessssssasssssssnssssssassssssanse B-1
C. Trace ReqUESt FOIM.iiiiiiiisrnniicisissnniecssssssnsnecsssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssases C-1
Acknowledgements

Crime Gun Trace Reports (2000) o July 2002 %






Department of the Treasury, Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms e

Youth Crime Gun Interdiction Initiative

Introduction

This is the fourth year of ATF’s publication of the National Tracing Center (NTC) Crime Gun Trace Reports. The
reports provide extensive analyses of crime gun traces submitted in calendar year 2000 by law enforcement
officials in selected cities throughout the country participating in ATF’s Youth Crime Gun Interdiction Initiative.
The analysis of a large number of individual traces from many similar jurisdictions helps identify consistent crime
gun patterns that may not be apparent from information in a single trace or traces from a single jurisdiction or
State. With information about patterns and trends, more violent criminals can be arrested more efficiently, more
focused regulatory enforcement can be undertaken, and more gun crime and violence can be prevented.

Two Report Formats. Crime gun tracing as a law
enforcement tool has grown sufficiently to provide
the 2000 Crime Gun Trace Reports in two formats:

* The National Report provides national analysis
based on findings from crime gun traces in 41
communities including 44 of 67 cities in the U.S.
with populations of 250,000 or more. These cities
comprise 80 percent of the population of cities of
this size.

* The 47 separate City Reports provide detailed
information on the trace results in the 39 large
communities and eight communities with
populations between 100,000 and 250,000.

Information for Law Enforcement, the Firearms
Industry, and the Public. The Crime Gun Trace
Reports have three audiences. They provide crime
gun information to the Federal, State, and local law
enforcement agencies that submit trace requests,
boosting their information resources for arresting gun
criminals, responding to gun violence, and
establishing a benchmark for crime gun
measurements. They inform federally licensed
firearms dealers of crime gun patterns, allowing them
to build sounder and safer businesses. They inform
the public, Congress, and State and local authorities,
building cooperation by communicating what ATF
agents, inspectors, and State and local law
enforcement investigating violent criminals see in
their everyday enforcement operations.

Reinforcing Law Enforcement Collaboration. As
a result of the collaboration of thousands of law
enforcement and regulatory personnel and the FFLs
that routinely respond to the National Tracing
Center’s inquiries, the Crime Gun Trace Reports

provide an overview of crime guns throughout the
country in significantly greater detail than previously
available. ATF’s primary operational focus is on the
Federal offender. By reporting trace information in
standardized form, ATF intends to enable State and
local law enforcement officials to evaluate the
information independently and to gain perspective on
their local circumstances in order to adjust
enforcement and preventive strategies accordingly.

How Law Enforcement Can Use this Report.
Local law enforcement executives and Federal, State,
and local prosecutors and investigators can make
many uses of these reports. They furnish information
relating to the following questions, among others:

1.How many crime guns are being recovered from
different age groups of offenders?

2.What kinds of guns are being recovered in my
area?

3. What types of crimes are associated with these
recovered crime guns?

4.Are the source areas in the county or State, or from
out of State?

5. What types of guns are moving the fastest from the
retail seller to recovery in crime?

6.Which guns may pose a special hazard to law
enforcement officers?

Using this information, law enforcement managers
can decide what aspects of the firearms market
deserve priority focus, by age group, by source area,
or by type of crime, or any combination of these.
Once these priorities are determined, information
about specific crime guns and offenders can be
obtained using all available investigative resources,
including debriefing of arrestees, undercover and
confidential informant operatives; Online LEAD;
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Brady background check denial information; stolen
firearms information; and special analyses by the
Crime Gun Analysis Branch and equivalent analytic
services in local police departments.

The combination of strategic information such as
provided in these reports and investigative
information will allow Federal, State, and local law
enforcement officers to make the best use of available
resources. Based on these factors, ATF and local law
enforcement may decide to undertake criminal
prosecution against traffickers, including felons,
straw purchasers, firearms thieves, and unlicensed
dealers, or regulatory actions against Federal firearms
licensees.

Contents of the Reports. The National and City
Reports include information about:

* Highlights: The National and City Reports each
contain sections with highlights of the findings in
the reports, focused on crime gun information
relevant to law enforcement officials;

* Possessors: the age group and crimes of the
crime gun possessors;

* Crime guns: the types, manufacturers, calibers,
and, in some cities, models of the most frequently
traced crime guns, including the most frequently
traced crime guns for each city;

* Gun trafficking indicators: the time-to-crime
and geographic sources of crime guns, multiple
sales information, and percentage of crime guns
with obliterated serial numbers;

¢ Enforcement information: successful Federal,
State, and local investigations of the illegal
diversion of firearms;

* Information for law enforcement executives:
information and responses to frequently asked
questions about crime gun tracing and related
enforcement operations;

* Crime gun tracing information: number of
traces submitted, degree of completeness of
information provided, disposition of traces, and
current and future developments in crime gun
tracing; and

* Technical information: back-up information
about the analysis, figures, and tables in the
reports.

Youth Crime Gun Interdiction Initiative Cities

Albuquerque™...........coooiiiiiiiininnn. New Mexico Indianapolis™..................oo il Indiana
Anaheim, Long Beach, Santa Anna*.... California Jacksonville®..............coooiiii Florida
Atlanta..........coooiiiiiiiii i, Georgia Jersey City...oovviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiain, New Jersey
Austin®. ... Texas Las Vegas......coovvveeeiiiiiie i, Nevada
Baltimore...............cooiiii Maryland Los Angeles.......coeeviiiiiiiiiiinnnnn. California
Baton Rouge™...............oooiiiiin. Louisiana Louisville................................ Kentucky
Birmingham............................... Alabama Memphis......... .. Tennessee
Boston.......c.oooiiiii Massachusetts Miami..........ooovviiiiiiiiiiin ... Florida
Buffalo*..........o New York Milwaukee.............................. Wisconsin
Camden...........oooiiiiiiiiniiiiiiinn, New Jersey Minneapolis.............ooveii ... Minnesota
Charlotte-Mecklenburg................... North Carolina Nashville*............................... Tennessee
Chicago....ccoovviiiiiiiiiii e, Illinois New Orleans......ccccceeeiviiiiiiiiiinin.ne. Louisiana
Cincinnati.......coovoeveniiiieeiiiin e, Ohio New YOrK. ...couiniiiiiiii New York
Cleveland...............ooooiiiiii, Ohio Newark......ooovviiviiiiin i, New Jersey
Dallas......oooiiiiiii Texas Oakland..............ooi California
Denver-Aurora.............coooeveiinnnn. Colorado Oklahoma City*...........ccooeeiiiiinni. Oklahoma
Detroit...ccovviviiii Michigan Philadelphia............................ Pennsylvania
Gary .o Indiana PhoeniX.......ccooooviiiiiii i, Arizona
Greensboro, Winston-Salem, Highpoint*.. North Carolina  Pittsburgh™*.............................. Pennsylvania
Houston...........ooooiiiiiiiiii i, Texas Portland................. Oregon
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Richmond........cccoccooiiiiiiiiiin Virginia St.Louis......ccceeeeeviviinienennn ... Missouri

SaAliNAS. ..o California Stockton™.... ... California

SAN JOSC.ooie e, California Tampa.....ccoovovviiiiiiiiiiii Florida

San ANtonio.......coeeevvviiiiiiiiiiiinnnn, Texas Tucson.......ccooeviiiiiii Arizona
Seattle...........cccoceeeeeeiii i e ... Washington Washington...............c.ooooeni. District of Columbia

* City became a partner in the Youth Crime Gun Interdiction Initiative in 2000

The Youth Crime Gun Interdiction Initiative

The annual Crime Gun Trace Reports began in 1997 as part of ATF’s Youth Crime Gun Interdiction
Initiative (YCGII), a youth-focused firearms enforcement program that is a component of ATF’s overall
firearms enforcement program, the Integrated Violence Reduction Strategy. For this reason, YCGII is
referred to throughout this report.

Participating jurisdictions. While many law enforcement agencies trace some crime guns, agencies
participating in YCGII commit to instituting comprehensive tracing of all crime guns, providing the
maximum investigative leads for law enforcement officials, and permitting optimal strategic analysis.
These cities received special support from ATF. ALL cities with City Reports participate in YCGIIL. As
more law enforcement agencies acquire crime gun tracing as an investigative tool, or implement State
comprehensive crime gun tracing laws, ATF expects to include trace information from these jurisdictions in
the annual Crime Gun Trace Reports.

National Tracing Center and Crime Gun Analysis Branch: field support. The National Tracing
Division staff conducts traces, analyzes the results, provides case leads, crime gun mapping, and
jurisdictional analysis for ATF agents and inspectors and for other law enforcement agencies, and prepares
the Crime Gun Trace Reports. The YCGII staff at the National Tracing Center provides trace support for all
ATF firearms enforcement programs and locally based gun enforcement initiatives. A national update on
crime gun tracing is included in the National Report, and city information in each City Report.

In the field: investigation, inspections, trace support, and training. In the field, YCGII is an
enforcement collaboration among Federal, State, and local law enforcement agencies, and ATF agents and
inspectors. The primary role of the YCGII field staff is to conduct criminal investigations and regulatory
inspections. YCGII also provides joint training in tracing, serial number restoration, and gun enforcement
investigative methods to ATF agents and their State and local partners. YCGII staff also assists local law
enforcement agencies to establish crime gun tracing, with technical support and training.

YCGID’s special focus on juvenile and youth gun crime. As the National Report shows, juveniles (ages
17 and under) accounted for 8 percent of traced crime guns, and youth (ages 18-24) accounted for 33
percent of traced crime guns. ATF agents and inspectors participating in YCGII have a special
responsibility for developing investigative information and carrying out enforcement actions involving
juveniles and youth. Because juveniles are prohibited from acquiring and possessing handguns without
parental involvement, some form of illegal diversion is almost always implicated in an investigation
involving a juvenile’s possession of a handgun, making crime handgun tracing especially critical. The
Crime Gun Trace Reports, therefore, focus throughout on the variations in the crime guns and sources of
illegal supply to juveniles, youth, and adults.

Crime Gun Trace Reports (2000) o July 2002
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Following the Gun to Successful Firearms Enforcement

Crime gun tracing. Crime gun tracing is a law enforcement tool developed by ATF to investigate viola-
tions of the Nation’s firearms laws. A crime gun trace identifies the Federal firearms licensee (FFL) who is
the original retail seller of the firearm and the firearm’s retail purchaser by tracking the manufacturer,
caliber, and serial number on transfer documentation from the manufacturer or importer through the
wholesaler to the retail seller and first purchaser. A crime gun trace alone does not mean that an FFL or
firearm purchaser has committed an unlawful act. Crime gun trace information is used in combination
with other investigative facts in regulatory and criminal enforcement. Crime gun tracing has three pri-
mary purposes:

* Identifying individual armed criminals for prosecution. Like a fingerprint or other identifying
evidence, a crime gun trace is used in individual cases to link a firearm offender to his or her weapon,
or identify the illegal supplier of a firearm to the criminal, juvenile, or other person prohibited from
possessing a firearm. Such investigative work is conducted by local officials and by ATF.

* Proactive local investigative and strategic analysis to target armed violent criminals and gun
traffickers for prosecution. When officials in a jurisdiction trace all recovered crime guns, law
enforcement officials are able to detect patterns in the buying and selling of crime guns in their areas
(pattern and trend analysis). This information combined with other indicators leads to the arrest of
additional traffickers and armed felons and to regulatory enforcement actions against Federal firearms
licensees violating the firearms laws and trafficking illegally. Analysis and mapping of local crime
gun patterns is done by ATF at the Crime Gun Analysis Branch and in the field and by State and local
law enforcement officials with access to ATFs Online LEAD crime gun information system, or using
State firearms information systems.

* Crime Gun Trace Reports to assist law enforcement officials in placing local crime guns in a
regional and national strategic enforcement context. Analysis of all available comprehensive trace
information, locally and nationally, informs Federal, State, and local authorities of the source and
market areas for crime guns, and other regional patterns. This information enables ATF to target
criminal and regulatory resources, and assist Federal, State, and local law enforcement officials to
develop national, regional, and local strategic responses to gun crime. ATF is uniquely qualified to
conduct such analysis because it is the repository for crime gun traces and related information from all
jurisdictions that trace crime guns.

Ballistics identification in relation to crime gun tracing. Many agencies are now using both crime gun
tracing and ballistics identification to support firearm investigations. An expended cartridge or bullet may
be recovered in addition to or in the absence of a crime gun. Once entered in an imaging database, the
recovered cartridge or bullet can be matched to previously entered ballistics images to identify repeat uses
of the same firearm. Currently, ballistics images also can provide the basis for a crime gun trace only if
the firearm with which they are associated has been previously traced and a cartridge or bullet from that
firearm entered into a local database of the National Integrated Ballistics Information Network. Ballistics
Imaging technology does not automatically submit the crime gun to be traced through the National
Tracing Center. In the future, expansion of the crime gun tracing system to include trace information
derived from ballistics images as well as recovered firearms will allow additional firearms crimes to be
solved and a more complete understanding of how violent offenders and prohibited persons illegally
obtain firearms.

4 Crime Gun Trace Reports (2000) o July 2002
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Highlights of the CHICAGO
City Report

These findings summarize the trace information for 8,570 crime guns recovered and traced in the City of
Chicago by law enforcement agencies, including the Chicago Police Department and ATF, during 2000. Based
on a survey conducted, Chicago, Illinois was determined to be tracing comprehensively in 2000.

Crime Gun Possessors (Table A)The Crime Gun Possessors

Juveniles (Ages 17 & Younger) were associated with 12 percent of recovered crime guns.
Youth (Ages 18 - 24) were associated with nearly 40 percent of recovered crime guns.

Adults (Ages 25 & Older) accounted for 48 percent of recovered crime guns in Chicago.

Crime Guns and lllegal Diversion

Few Crime Gun Possessors Bought Their Guns Directly From Federally Licensed Gun Dealers. (7Table A)
Slightly more than 97 percent of Chicago crime guns changed hands at least once before reaching the crime
gun possessor, and could have been legally transferred, straw purchased, otherwise trafficked, stolen, or a
combination. Trafficking investigations can determine how guns were obtained by the crime gun possessor.

Many Crime Guns Had Short Time-to-Crime. Notwithstanding that most crime guns were bought from an
FFL by someone other than the criminal possessor. Many crime guns were recovered soon after the initial
purchase. The time from retail sale to firearm recovery in a crime is known as time-to-crime. A short time-to-
crime is an indicator of illegal diversion or criminal intent associated with the sale. The presence of short time-
to-crime guns also shows that many firearm offenses, including violent offenses with firearms, involve new
guns.

The median time-to-crime for guns traced from Chicago, where time-to-crime could be determined was 6.2
years, as compared to the national median of 6.1 years. Older guns may represent an investigative challenge as
they may have changed hands several times before acquisition by the criminal possessor. Many crime guns,
however, moved more quickly from retail sale to recovery by law enforcement.

e 29 percent of crime guns (1319) had a time-to-crime of less than three years.
* 12 percent of crime guns (547) had a time-to-crime of a year or less.

A Small Number of Federally Licensed Dealers Generate a Large Number of Crime Gun Traces. In any
jurisdiction, a small number of Federally licensed gun dealers is associated with a large number of crime gun
traces from that jurisdiction. The concentration of crime gun traces among a few licensed dealers partly reflects the high
concentration of legal firearms sales among dealers and does not necessarily mean that a particular dealer is engaged in illegal
business practices. However, the concentration of crime gun traces among a small number of licensed dealers provides an
important opportunity for law enforcement agencies to focus limited investigative and regulatory resources on identifying potential
illegal gun traffickers.

Crime Gun Trace Reports (2000) o July 2002 5
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* In Chicago, 41 percent of traced crime guns were first purchased at only 12 Federally licensed gun
dealers that also generated 25 or more crime gun traces from Chicago.

Obliteration of Serial Numbers. (7able H) The obliteration of serial numbers is a key trafficking indicator.
* Overall, 9 percent of handguns in Chicago were recovered with obliterated serial numbers.

* Juvenile in Chicago were associated with the highest percent of obliterated handguns
(7.5 percent), compared to youth (5.3 percent) and adults (4 percent).

Types of Crime Guns (Table C)
Handguns accounted for more than 86 percent of Chicago’s traced crime guns.
Semiautomatic pistols consisted of nearly 51 percent of crime guns.

*  Semiautomatic pistols dominate among recovered crime guns, especially among youth (57 percent) and
juveniles (54 percent), as well as among adults (47 percent).

Revolvers made up nearly 34 percent of crime guns, juveniles associated with 37 percent, youth 32 percent and
adults 32 percent.

Long guns accounted for nearly 14 percent of crime guns recovered in Chicago. By age group, adults were
associated with the highest percent (18 percent), followed by youth (nearly 10 percent) and juveniles (7

percent).

Most Frequently Traced Crime Guns by Manufacturer and Caliber (Table D)

Manufacturer Caliber Type of Crime Gun
1. Smith & Wesson 38 Revolver
2. Lorcin Engineering .380 Semiautomatic Pistol
3. Smith & Wesson 357 Revolver
4. Smith & Wesson 9mm Semiautomatic Pistol
5. Bryco Arms .380 Semiautomatic Pistol
6. Colt .38 Revolver
7. Taurus 38 Revolver
8. Davis Industries .380 Semiautomatic Pistol
9. Ruger 9mm Semiautomatic Pistol
10. Bryco Arms 9mm Semiautomatic Pistol

6 Crime Gun Trace Reports (2000) o July 2002
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Most Frequently Traced Fast Time-to-Crime Guns (Table E)

The following frequently traced firearms were recovered in crime within three years or less of having been
purchased as new guns from a Federal firearms licensee for more than 50 percent of recoveries where a time-to-
crime could be calculated.

Juvenile
Manufacturer Caliber  Type of Crime Gun
Bryco Arms 380 Semiautomatic Pistol
Lorcin Engineering 25 Semiautomatic Pistol
Youth
Manufacturer Caliber  Type of Crime Gun
Bryco Arms 9mm Semiautomatic Pistol
Adult
Manufacturer Caliber  Type of Crime Gun
Ruger 9mm Semiautomatic Pistol
Intratec 9mm Semiautomatic Pistol

Geographic Sources (Table F)
In-State. Illinois Federal firearms licensees (FFLs) were the source of 50 percent of all traceable crime guns

recovered in Chicago.

e In-County. FFLs located in Cook County were the source of 77 percent of crime guns first purchased
in Illinois and recovered in Chicago.

Regional. Another 10 percent of Chicago’s traceable crime guns were first purchased in the neighboring State
of Indiana.

National. Many guns originated from FFLs in the South, with Mississippi supplying nearly 10 percent. FFLs
in Kentucky, Georgia, Tennessee, and Arkansas supplied an additional 9 percent.

Distance. Nearly 41 percent of crime guns recovered in Chicago were first purchased at FFLs located 250
miles or more from Chicago.

Crime Gun Trace Reports (2000) o July 2002 7
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ATF CRIME GUN TRACE REPORT

Chicago, lllinois

Report Period : January 1, 2000 - December 31, 2000

Table A: Crime Gun Trace Requests: Age of Possessor and Relationship to Purchaser

This table provides information about the possessors of the crime guns for which trace requests were submitted
from this community to the National Tracing Center. Since not all recovered firearms are found in an
individual’s possession, not all crime guns can be associated with a possessor when a trace request is made.
Identifying cases where the purchaser is not the same individual as the possessor allows the law enforcement
agency to focus on firearms that change hands before they are recovered as crime guns. Interim transfers can
involve legal or illegal activity, including (but not limited to) gift exchange, straw purchase, resale of the
firearm by licensed or unlicensed sellers, theft, or a combination of these.

Number of Percent of
Requests Requests
Trace Requests 8,570 100.0
Trace Requests for which Possessor’s Age Can Be Determined 2,889 33.7
Crime Gun Trace Requests With:
Juvenile Possessor (Ages 17 & Younger) 346 12.0
Youth Possessor  (Ages 18 - 24) 1,145 39.6
Adult Possessor  (Ages 25 & Older) 1,398 48.4
Trace Requests for Which a Possessor Can Be Identified 5,406 63.1
Trace Requests Identify Possessor’s Date of Birth* 1,561 18.2
Trace Requests Identify Possessor’s Place of Birth 301 3.5
Trace Results Identify Purchaser 4,583 53.5
Trace Identifies Both Purchaser and Possessor 3,054 35.6
Possessor Is Not the Same Individual as the Purchaser 2,968 97.2%*

* Possessor age is sometimes provided instead of possessor DOB.

** The denominator used to calculate this result is the total number of trace requests where both a purchaser
and possessor have been identified.

ol Crime Gun Trace Reports (2000) o July 2002
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ATF CRIME GUN TRACE REPORT

Report Period : January 1, 2000 - December 31, 2000

Table B: Crime Gun Trace Requests: Crime Type by Age of Possessor

Chicago, lllinois

This table depicts the crimes most frequently associated with crime gun trace requests submitted from this
community by age. This information can be useful in developing an enforcement or intervention strategy that
focuses on particular types of crimes. The general term “Firearm Offenses” can include any offense or crime in
which a firearm was involved. It is also commonly used by local law enforcement agencies and the National
Tracing Center when more detailed crime information is not available at the time the trace request is submitted

Youth Adult Age

to the National Tracing Center.

Juvenile
(ages 17 & younger) (ages 18-24) (ages 25 & older) Unknown

255

Juvenile
(ages 17 & younger) (ages 18-24) (ages 25 & older) Unknown

778 780 3,242
10 13 56

1 2 8

25 22 51

0 7 3

90 244 263

7 7 43

1 4 0
203 235 178
30 84 1,837
1,145 1,398 5,681
Youth Adult Age

Crime Type Total
Number of Trace Requests
Firearm Offenses 5,055
Homicide 79
Kidnapping 11
Robbery 104
Sex Crimes 10
Assaults/Threats 627
Burglary/Theft/Fraud 62
Vice Crimes 5
Narcotics 661
Other Crime Types* 1,956
Total 8,570
Crime Type Total
Number of Trace Requests
Firearm Offenses 59.0
Homicide 0.9
Kidnapping 0.1
Robbery 1.2
Sex Crimes 0.1
Assaults/Threats 7.3
Burglary/Theft/Fraud 0.7
Vice Crimes 0.1
Narcotics 7.7
Other Crime Types* 22.8
Total 100.0

73.7
0.0
0.0
1.7
0.0
8.7
1.4
0.0

13.0
1.4

100.0

67.9
0.9
0.1
2.2
0.0
7.9
0.6
0.1

17.7
2.6

100.0

55.8 57.1
0.9 1.0
0.1 0.1
1.6 0.9
0.5 0.1

17.5 4.6
0.5 0.8
0.3 0.0

16.8 3.1
6.0 32.3

100.0 100.0

* QOther crime types include, but are not limited to, the following violations: public peace, property crimes,

family offenses, traffic offenses, and public order crimes.
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ATF CRIME GUN TRACE REPORT

Chicago, lllinois

Report Period : January 1, 2000 - December 31, 2000

Table C: Crime Gun Trace Requests: Type of Firearm by Age of Possessor

This table depicts the number of crime gun trace requests from this community by firearm type. Recoveries are
identified as having been from adults, youth, juveniles, age unknown, and from all groups combined. This
information can be useful in developing an enforcement strategy that focuses on the kinds of crime guns used
by particular age groups.

Juvenile Youth Adult Age
Crime Type Total (ages 17 & younger) (ages 18-24) (ages 25 & older) Unknown
Number of Trace Requests
Semiautomatic Pistol 4,342 187 656 658 2,841
Revolver 2,891 128 369 443 1,951
Rifle 564 8 56 107 393
Shotgun 615 17 53 149 396
Derringer 129 5 8 36 80
Combination Gun* 3 0 0 0 3
Destructive Device** 1 0 0 1 0
Machine Gun 6 0 1 1 4
Unknown Gun Type 18 1 2 3 12
Total 8,569 346 1,145 1,398 5,680

Juvenile Youth Adult Age
Crime Type Total (ages 17 & younger) (ages 18-24) (ages 25 & older) Unknown
Number of Trace Requests
Semiautomatic Pistol 50.7 54.0 57.3 47.1 50.0
Revolver 33.7 37.0 32.2 31.7 343
Rifle 6.6 2.3 4.9 7.7 6.9
Shotgun 7.2 4.9 4.6 10.7 7.0
Derringer 1.5 1.4 0.7 2.6 1.4
Combination Gun* 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.1
Destructive Device** 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.1 0.0
Machine Gun 0.1 0.0 0.1 0.1 0.1
Unknown Gun Type 0.2 0.3 0.2 0.2 0.2
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

* A combination gun is a multi-barreled firearm designed or redesigned, made or remade, and intended to be
fired some combination from the shoulder having two or more different caliber barrels. Such firearms
generally exhibit of rifled barrels and smoothbore shotgun barrels.

** A destructive device is any type of weapon by whatever name known which will, or which may be readily
converted to, expel a projectile by the action of an explosive or other propellant, and which has any barrel
with a bore of more than one-half inch in diameter.
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ATF CRIME GUN TRACE REPORT

Chicago, lllinois

Report Period : January 1, 2000 - December 31, 2000

Table D: Most Frequent Crime Gun Trace Requests:
Manufacturer, Caliber, and Type by Age of Possessor

This table depicts the most frequently recovered and traced crime guns by firearm type, manufacturer, and
caliber in this community. This report does not distinguish among models of firearms of the same
manufacturer, caliber, and type. For instance, all .38 caliber revolvers manufactured by Smith & Wesson
are considered as a group. Recovered crime guns are often concentrated among relatively few kinds of
firearms.

Juvenile (ages 17 & younger) Number of Kinds Number of Percent of
of Crime Guns Crime Guns Crime Guns
Total 145 346 100.0
Most Frequent Kinds of Crime Guns 10 108 31.2
All Other Kinds of Crime Guns 135 238 68.8
Number of Percent of
Manufacturer Caliber Type of Crime Gun Crime Guns  Crime Guns
Lorcin Engineering .380 Semiautomatic Pistol 17 4.9
Smith & Wesson 357 Revolver 14 4.0
Bryco Arms .380 Semiautomatic Pistol 13 3.8
Davis Industries .380 Semiautomatic Pistol 12 3.5
Smith & Wesson 38 Revolver 12 35
Lorcin Engineering 25 Semiautomatic Pistol 11 32
Taurus 38 Revolver 10 2.9
Harrington & Richardson 32 Revolver 7 2.0
Colt 38 Revolver 6 1.7
Raven Arms 25 Semiautomatic Pistol 6 1.7
Youth (ages 1 8_24) Number of Kinds Number of Percent of
of Crime Guns Crime Guns Crime Guns
Total 291 1,145 100.0
Most Frequent Kinds of Crime Guns 10 335 293
All Other Kinds of Crime Guns 281 810 70.7
Number of Percent of
Manufacturer Caliber Type of Crime Gun Crime Guns Crime Guns
Smith & Wesson 38 Revolver 62 5.4
Smith & Wesson 357 Revolver 37 3.2
Bryco Arms 9mm Semiautomatic Pistol 34 3.0
Lorcin Engineering 380 Semiautomatic Pistol 34 3.0
Bryco Arms 380 Semiautomatic Pistol 32 2.8
Ruger 9mm Semiautomatic Pistol 30 2.6
Colt 38 Revolver 28 2.4
Smith & Wesson 9mm Semiautomatic Pistol 28 2.4
Raven Arms 25 Semiautomatic Pistol 25 22
Taurus 38 Revolver 25 2.2
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ATF CRIME GUN TRACE REPORT

Chicago, lllinois

Adult (ages 25 & older) Number of Kinds Number of Percent of
of Crime Guns Crime Guns Crime Guns
Total 343 1,398 100.0
Most Frequent Kinds of Crime Guns 10 338 24.2
All Other Kinds of Crime Guns 333 1,060 75.8
Number of Percent of
Manufacturer Caliber Type of Crime Gun Crime Guns  Crime Guns
Smith & Wesson .38 Revolver 66 4.7
Lorcin Engineering .380 Semiautomatic Pistol 36 2.6
Smith & Wesson 9mm Semiautomatic Pistol 36 2.6
Taurus .38 Revolver 33 24
Ruger 9mm Semiautomatic Pistol 31 2.2
Intratec 9mm Semiautomatic Pistol 29 2.1
Colt 38 Revolver 28 2.0
Smith & Wesson 357 Revolver 27 1.9
Mossberg 12 GA Shotgun 26 1.9
Remington Arms 12 GA Shotgun 26 1.9
All Crime Guns in this Jurisdiction* Number of Kinds Number of Percent of
of Crime Guns Crime Guns Crime Guns
Total 755 8,570 100.0
Most Frequent Kinds of Crime Guns 10 2,129 24.8
All Other Kinds of Crime Guns 745 6,441 75.2
Number of Percent of
Manufacturer Caliber Type of Crime Gun Crime Guns Crime Guns
Smith & Wesson 38 Revolver 420 4.9
Lorcin Engineering .380 Semiautomatic Pistol 254 3.0
Smith & Wesson 357 Revolver 196 2.3
Smith & Wesson 9mm Semiautomatic Pistol 192 2.2
Bryco Arms .380 Semiautomatic Pistol 186 2.2
Colt 38 Revolver 186 2.2
Taurus 38 Revolver 184 21
Davis Industries .380 Semiautomatic Pistol 174 2.0
Ruger 9mm Semiautomatic Pistol 171 2.0
Bryco Arms 9mm Semiautomatic Pistol 166 1.9

* This section reports the most frequent guns traced for all age groups and an additional 5,681 trace requests
where the possessor's age is unknown.
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ATF CRIME GUN TRACE REPORT

Chicago, lllinois

Report Period : January 1, 2000 - December 31, 2000

Table E: Time-to-Crime for Most Frequently Traced Crime Guns by Manufacturer, Caliber, and Type

This table depicts time-to-crime for those crime guns most frequently requested for tracing in this community
as depicted in table D; in this table the guns are ranked by median time-to-crime. Time-to-crime is the period
of time between the retail sale of a firearm by a Federal firearms licensee and the date the firearm is recovered
by enforcement officials or requested for tracing. A short time-to-crime can be an indicator of illegal firearms
trafficking. In the tables below, the proportion of traceable firearms showing a time-to-crime of three years or
less is shown; experienced trafficking investigators view a time-to-crime of three years or less as an especially
useful trafficking indicator. Time-to-crime information can be useful in developing an enforcement strategy
that identifies and investigates the specific sources of these firearms.

Juvenile (ages 17 & younger) Number of Time-to-Crime

Crime Guns pedian Time- ©f 3 Years Fastest

With Time-  to-Crime or less Case (in

Manufacturer Caliber Type of Crime Gun All to-Crime* inYears Number Percent** days)***
Lorcin Engineering .380  Semiautomatic Pistol 17 12 4.0 5 41.7 323
Smith & Wesson .357  Revolver 14 12 14.3 3 25.0 100
Bryco Arms .380 Semiautomatic Pistol 13 10 3.7 5 50.0 76
Davis Industries 380 Semiautomatic Pistol 12 7 3.7 3 42.9 514
Smith & Wesson .38 Revolver 12 6 20.1 0 0.0 5,683
Lorcin Engineering .25  Semiautomatic Pistol 11 10 3.0 5 50.0 411
Taurus .38 Revolver 10 5 52 1 20.0 889
Harrington & Richardson .32 Revolver 7 5 20.5 0 0.0 6,507
Colt .38 Revolver 6 0 0
Raven Arms .25  Semiautomatic Pistol 6 4 10.4 0 0.0 2,833
Youth (ages 18-24) Number of Time-to-Crime

Crime Guns pedian Time- ©f 3 Years Fastest

With Time- to-Crime or less Case (in

Manufacturer Caliber Type of Crime Gun All to-Crime* inYears Number Percent** days)***
Smith & Wesson .38 Revolver 62 15 13.9 2 13.3 167
Smith & Wesson .357 Revolver 37 25 12.8 2 8.0 459
Bryco Arms 9mm Semiautomatic Pistol 34 27 1.7 21 77.8 19
Lorcin Engineering .380 Semiautomatic Pistol 34 30 4.2 12 40.0 202
Bryco Arms .380 Semiautomatic Pistol 32 27 34 12 44 .4 39
Ruger 9mm Semiautomatic Pistol 30 25 34 10 40.0 46
Colt .38  Revolver 28 5 23.0 0 0.0 5,999
Smith & Wesson 9mm Semiautomatic Pistol 28 20 34 8 40.0 119
Raven Arms 25 Semiautomatic Pistol 25 21 12.3 0 0.0 2,364
Taurus .38  Revolver 25 19 7.4 4 21.1 51
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Adult (ages 25 & older) Number of Time-to-Crime
Crime Guns pedian Time- ©f 3 Years Fastest
With Time-  to-Crime or less Case (in
Manufacturer CaliberType of Crime Gun All to-Crime* in Years Number Percent** days)***
Smith & Wesson .38 Revolver 66 14 12.7 3 214 28
Lorcin Engineering 380 Semiautomatic Pistol 36 32 33 14 43.8 195
Smith & Wesson 9mm Semiautomatic Pistol 36 21 34 10 47.6 87
Taurus .38 Revolver 33 22 6.3 4 18.2 375
Ruger 9mm Semiautomatic Pistol 31 28 2.9 15 53.6 16
Intratec 9mm Semiautomatic Pistol 29 20 1.7 13 65.0 37
Colt .38 Revolver 28 6 12.6 2 33.3 23
Smith & Wesson .357 Revolver 27 18 10.3 2 11.1 150
Mossberg 12 GA Shotgun 26 19 3.0 9 47.4 93
Remington Arms 12 GA Shotgun 26 14 9.0 4 28.6 82
All Crime Guns in this Jurisdiction**** Number of Time-to-Crime
Crime Guns pedian Time- ©f 3 Years Fastest
With Time- to-Crime or less Case (in
Manufacturer CaliberType of Crime Gun All to-Crime* in Years Number Percent** days)***
Smith & Wesson .38 Revolver 420 109 16.1 11 10.1 1
Lorcin Engineering .380 Semiautomatic Pistol 254 214 4.2 77 36.0 38
Smith & Wesson .357 Revolver 196 133 13.5 14 10.5 31
Smith & Wesson 9mm Semiautomatic Pistol 192 136 5.2 45 33.1 12
Bryco Arms .380 Semiautomatic Pistol 186 157 34 68 43.3 0
Colt .38 Revolver 186 17 19.4 3 17.6 23
Taurus .38 Revolver 184 123 6.8 28 22.8 51
Davis Industries .380 Semiautomatic Pistol 174 139 5.6 37 26.6 30
Ruger 9mm Semiautomatic Pistol 171 139 3.1 67 48.2 4
Bryco Arms 9mm Semiautomatic Pistol 166 131 2.9 74 56.5 8

* Time-to-crime can only be calculated when a trace is completed and a recovery date is submitted. Table J
provides further explanation as to why a trace cannot be completed, such that a time-to-crime cannot be
established.

** The denominator used to calculate this result is the total number of trace requests where a time-to-crime
was established.
**k* A time-to-crime of 0 days indicates the recovery of a firearm during or immediately following a sale from
a Federal firearms licensee.
**%% This table is based on crime guns associated with adults, youth, juveniles, and individuals whose ages are
unknown.
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ATF CRIME GUN TRAC

Chicago, lllinois
Report Period : January 1, 2000 - December 31, 2000

E REPORT

Table F: Most Frequent Source States for Crime Guns Traced to a Firearms Dealer

This table depicts the most frequent source States for crime guns recovered in this community and traced to a
firearms dealer. This information can be useful in developing an enforcement strategy that identifies and investigates
the specific illegal sources of crime guns from those areas. A further breakdown shows how many crime guns were

recovered within this community’s county, within an adjacent county, and

Juvenile (ages 17 & younger)
Number of
Crime Gun Source State

Percent of
Crime Guns Crime Guns* Crime Guns Crime Guns**

from other counties within the State.

Total

Number of Percent of

Illinois Same County 64 83.1

Adjacent County 8 10.4

Other Counties in State 5 6.5

Total in State 77 100.0 77 42.1
Indiana 19 10.4
Mississippi 18 9.8
Kentucky 12 6.6
Georgia 9 4.9
Texas 6 33
Alabama 5 2.7
Tennessee 5 2.7
Wisconsin 5 2.7
Total for the Top Source States 156 85.2
Total for the Other Source States*** 27 14.8
Total of All Crime Guns with a Source State Identified 183 100.0

Total

Youth (ages 18-24) Numberof Percentof Numberof Percent of

Crime Gun Source State

Crime Guns Crime Guns* Crime Guns Crime Guns**

Illinois Same County 227 76.2

Adjacent County 49 16.4

Other Counties in State 22 7.4

Total in State 298 100.0 298 453
Indiana 80 12.2
Mississippi 76 11.6
Ohio 25 3.8
Kentucky 22 33
Wisconsin 21 32
Tennessee 18 2.7
Georgia 17 2.6
Arkansas 13 2.0
Total for the Top Source States 570 86.6
Total for the Other Source States*** 88 13.4
Total of All Crime Guns with a Source State Identified 658 100.0
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Adult (ages 25 & older) Total
Number of Percent of = Number of Percent of

Crime Gun Source State Crime Guns Crime Guns* Crime Guns Crime Guns**
Illinois Same County 322 71.9

Adjacent County 95 21.2

Other Counties in State 31 6.9

Total in State 448 100.0 448 57.4
Indiana 70 9.0
Mississippi 60 7.7
Georgia 19 2.4
Arkansas 18 2.3
Wisconsin 18 2.3
Tennessee 15 1.9
Kentucky 13 1.7
Florida 12 1.5
Texas 12 1.5
Total for the Top Source States 685 87.8
Total for the Other Source States*** 95 12.2
Total of All Crime Guns with a Source State Identified 780 100.0
All Crime Guns in this Jurisdiction**** Total

Number of Percent of Number of Percent of

Crime Gun Source State Crime Guns Crime Guns* Crime Guns Crime Guns**
Illinois Same County 1,757 76.5

Adjacent County 357 15.5

Other Counties in State 184 8.0

Total in State 2,298 100.0 2,298 50.1
Indiana 478 10.4
Mississippi 445 9.7
Wisconsin 148 32
Kentucky 119 2.6
Georgia 116 2.5
Tennessee 102 2.2
Texas 93 2.0
Arkansas 81 1.8
Ohio 79 1.7
Total for the Top Source States 3,959 86.4
Total for the Other Source States*** 624 13.6
Total of All Crime Guns with a Source State Identified 4,583 100.0

* The denominator used to calculate this result is the total of all crime guns recovered in the State in which
this community is located.

** The denominator used to calculate this result is the total of all crime guns where a source State is identified.
**% Other source States may include Guam, Puerto Rico, and/or the Virgin Islands.
*#%* This table is based on crime guns associated with adults, youth, juveniles, and individuals whose ages are unknown.

16 Crime Gun Trace Reports (2000) e July 2002




Department of the Treasury, Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms o Youth Crime Gun Interdiction Initiative

ATF CRIME GUN TRACE REPORT

Chicago, lllinois

Report Period : January 1, 2000 - December 31, 2000

Table G: Dealer Trace Frequency and Distance to Recovery

This table depicts the number of firearms dealers associated with crime gun traces. The second part of this table
depicts the distance to crime gun recovery location as defined by the number of miles between the business
location of the federally licensed firearms dealer and the number of crime guns recovered by law enforcement
within distance ranges. This information may be useful for establishing an enforcement strategy that focuses on
the number of expected crimes gun recoveries relative to firearm dealer locations.

Dealer Trace Frequency

Number of
Traces to a Traces Dealer
City Dealer Percent Number Percent Number
Chicago
1 or more 100.0 2,723 100.0 936
2 or more 74.7 2,033 26.3 246
5 or more 57.7 1,572 6.3 59
10 or more 509 1,386 33 31
25 or more 40.8 1,111 1.3 12

Distance from Dealer to Recovery Crosstabulation

Distance from Dealer to Recovery
0-5 6-10 11-25 26-50 51-100 101-250 250+ Total

Count 19 233 318 188 106 228 744 1,836
Percent Within City 1.0 12.7 17.3 10.2 5.8 12.4 40.5 100.0
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ATF CRIME GUN TRACE REPORT

Chicago, lllinois

Report Period : January 1, 2000 - December 31, 2000

Table H: Crime Guns with Obliterated Serial Numbers*

Crime guns can have partially or completely obliterated serial numbers. This report reflects an undercount of
obliterated and restored serial numbers because, among other reasons, trace requests from local law
enforcement agencies may not indicate when obliterated serial numbers have already been restored prior to their

submission to the National Tracing Center.

All Crime Crime Guns with
Guns Obliterated Serial Numbers
Juvenile (ages 17 & younger) Number Percent
Type of Firearm Number Obliterated Obliterated**
Semiautomatic Pistol 187 17 9.1
Revolver 128 4.7
Derringer 5 1 20.0
Total 320 24 7.5
Youth (ages 18-24) Number Percent
Type of Firearm Number Obliterated Obliterated**
Semiautomatic Pistol 656 41 6.3
Revolver 369 14 3.8
Derringer 8 0 0.0
Total 1,033 55 5.3
Adult (ages 25 & older) Number Percent
Type of Firearm Number Obliterated Obliterated**
Semiautomatic Pistol 658 35 5.3
Revolver 443 9 2.0
Derringer 36 0 0.0
Total 1,137 44 3.9
All Ages in this Jurisdiction Number Percent
Type of Firearm Number Obliterated Obliterated™*
Semiautomatic Pistol 4,342 508 11.7
Revolver 2,891 152 5.3
Derringer 129 7 5.4
Total 7,362 667 9.1

* Figures on obliterated serial numbers include handguns only. It is not always possible to determine from trace

information whether the serial number of a long gun has been obliterated.

** Based on the trace requests for which the possessor's age can be determined.
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ATF CRIME GUN TRACE REPORT

Chicago, lllinois

Report Period : January 1, 2000 - December 31, 2000

Table I: Results of Crime Gun Traces: Age of Possessor

This table depicts the number of crime gun trace requests received by the National Tracing Center from this
community, the number and percentage of crime gun traces that were initiated, and the extent to which the trace
progressed. Where a trace identifies a Federal firearms licensee, the National Tracing Center can generally
determine the source State of the firearm and the date on which it was first sold at retail. Further information

from

kesk

skksk

skeskskesk

the Federal firearms licensee is required to identify first purchasers.
Number of Percent of Percent of
Crime Gun Crime Gun Crime Gun
Trace Requests Trace Requests Traces Initiated
Juvenile (ages 17 & younger)
Crime Gun Trace Requests 346 100.0
Traces Initiated* 314 90.8 100.0
Traced to FFL** 229 66.2 72.9
Purchaser Identified*** 183 52.9 58.3
Youth (ages 18-24)
Crime Gun Trace Requests 1,145 100.0
Traces Initiated* 1,023 89.3 100.0
Traced to FFL** 783 68.4 76.5
Purchaser Identified*** 658 57.5 64.3
Adult (ages 25 & older)
Crime Gun Trace Requests 1,398 100.0
Traces Initiated* 1,225 87.6 100.0
Traced to FFL** 943 67.5 77.0
Purchaser Identified*** 780 55.8 63.7
All Crime Guns in this Jurisdiction****
Crime Gun Trace Requests 8,570 100.0
Traces Initiated* 7,547 88.1 100.0
Traced to FFL** 5,628 65.7 74.6
Purchaser Identified*** 4,583 53.5 60.7

Crime gun trace requests may not be initiated for various reasons, such as: Federal law did not require dealers to maintain
records prior to 1969; the firearm is classified as a military weapon; the weapon described is not a firearm as defined in
Federal law; the weapon described is subject to the National Firearms Act (NFA), and/or the weapon described is a
blackpowder firearm. Firearms predating the enactment of the 1968 Gun Control Act are generally untraceable.

Reasons that crime guns may not be traced to a Federal firearms licensee include: manufacturer or wholesaler records
were incomplete, destroyed, missing, not properly maintained, illegible, seized by law enforcement officials, or were
not received by the NTC Out-of-Business records section when one of those entities went out of business.

Reasons crime guns may not be traceable to a first purchaser include: retailer records were incomplete, destroyed,
missing, not properly maintained, illegible, seized by law enforcement officials, or were not received by the NTC
Out-of-Business section when the FFL went out of business.

This table is based on crime guns associated with adults, youth, juveniles, and individuals whose ages are
unknown.
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ATF CRIME GUN TRACE REPORT

Chicago, lllinois

Report Period : January 1, 2000 - December 31, 2000

Table J: Results of Crime Gun Traces: Detailed Analyses

Number of Percent of
Crime Gun Crime Gun
Crime Gun Trace Requests 8,570 100.0
Crime Gun Trace Not Initiated 1,023 11.9
Reasons Trace Not Initiated*
Firearm Manufactured Before 1969 and Not Traceable
Through Out-of-Business Records 990 11.6
Trace Request Submitted for Informational Purposes Only 4 0.0
Other Reasons 29 0.3
Crime Gun Trace Initiated 7,547 88.1
Trace Initiated: Purchaser Identified 4,583 53.5
Trace Initiated: Purchaser Not Identified 2,964 34.6
Reasons Purchaser Not Identified
Trace Terminated at Manufacturer/Importer Stage 1,700 19.8
Problem with Manufacturer Name 194 2.3
Problem with Importer Name 562 6.6
Problem with Crime Gun Serial Number** 856 10.0
Insufficient Information (unspecified) 12 0.1
Crime Gun Previously Reported Stolen*** 76 0.9
Trace Terminated at Wholesaler/Retail Dealer Stage 1,045 12.2
No Response 29 0.3
Records Not Available 159 1.9
Records on This Crime Gun Not Available 565 6.6
20 Year Record Retention Requirement Expired 259 3.0
Crime Gun Reported Stolen During Inquiry 33 0.4
Other Dispositions 219 2.6
Terminated by Law Enforcement 49 0.6
Special Conditions 170 2.0

* Crime gun trace requests may not be initiated for various reasons, such as: the NTC received incorrect information
or insufficient information to complete a firearm’s trace request, improper nomenclature of a firearm, or

misidentification of a firearm or the firearm’s importer. Firearms predating the enactment of the 1968 Gun Control

Act are generally untraceable.

** This category includes misread, obliterated, and obscured serial numbers. The number submitted may also be
wrongly identified as a serial number or may not match records of guns manufactured. See Table G: Crime Guns

with Obliterated Serial Numbers.

*** These are commercial thefts reported by manufacturers, retailers, or interstate carriers. Reporting is mandatory for
manufacturers and retailers and voluntary for interstate carriers. Thefts from private individuals are not included in
this category.
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Glossary

ASSOCIATE

Any person or persons who can be linked to the
possessor of the crime gun at the time of its recovery
by law enforcement.

ATF FORM 3310.4, MULTIPLE SALES REPORT
A form completed by all Federal Firearms Licensees
(FFLs) whenever they transfer two or more handguns
within 5 consecutive business days to the same
individual. The completed form contains full identi-
fying information concerning the purchaser, the
fircarms, the date of transfer, and the FFL. FFLs are
required by Federal law to forward this form to the
National Tracing Center either by fax or mail by the
close of business on the day on which the sale occurs.
18 U.S.C., Chapter 44, Sec 923 (g)(3).

ATF NATIONAL TRACING CENTER DIVISION
(NTC)

The Division includes the National Tracing Branch
(NTB) and the Crime Gun Analysis Branch (CGAB).
The NTB works with law enforcement entities and
the firearms industry to trace the origin and initial
sale history of a firearm recovered by law enforce-
ment officials in the United States or abroad. In some
instances, the NTB traces crime guns that are sold as
used guns by FFLs. The NTB is also the repository
for all FFL out-of-business records and multiple sales
records. The CGAB provides investigative leads to
ATF field personnel, houses the FFL lost and stolen
firearms reports, supports the worldwide law enforce-
ment community by identifying firearms traffickers
who supply firearms to criminals and juveniles, and
prepares maps, trends, and pattern analyses, including
the annual Crime Gun Trace Reports.

CALIBER
The diameter of a projectile intended to be expelled from
a firearm or the dimension of the bore of a given firearm.

COLLECTOR
Any person who acquires, holds, or disposes of
firearms as curios or relics.

COMPREHENSIVE TRACING

The tracing by law enforcement of all recovered crime
guns in a geographic area (e.g., town, county, metro-
politan area, or State). Trace information is used to
maximize investigative leads for use in identifying
illegal firearms traffickers and violent criminals, and to
analyze crime gun trends and patterns.

CRIME GUN

A crime gun is any firearm that is illegally possessed,
used in a crime, or suspected to have been used in a
crime. An abandoned firearm may also be catego-
rized as a crime gun if it is suspected it was used in a
crime or illegally possessed.

DEALER

Any person engaged in the business of selling fire-
arms at wholesale or retail, or any person engaged in
the business of repairing firearms or of making or
fitting special barrels, stocks, or trigger mechanisms
to firearms, or any licensee who is a pawnbroker.

ELECTRONIC TRACE SUBMISSION SYSTEM
(ETSS)

ETSS can be a stand-alone or part of a networked,
multi-user system that enables ATF Field Offices and
other law enforcement organizations to capture
firearm trace related data. This data is exported from
ETSS and the batch file is then electronically sent for
processing to the National Tracing Center (NTC).

ENGAGED IN THE BUSINESS

A person is engaged in the business as a dealer in
firearms if he or she devotes time, attention, and labor
to dealing in firearms as a regular course of trade or
business with the principal objective of livelihood
and profit through the repetitive purchase and resale
of firearms. The term does not include a person who
makes occasional sales, exchanges, or purchases of
firearms for the enhancement of a personal collection
or for a hobby, or who sells all or part of his or her
personal collection of firearms.
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FEDERAL FIREARMS LICENSEE (FFL)

Any persons, including a partnership, corporation, or
business entity, holding a valid license issued by ATF
that allows them or their employees to engage in the
business of dealing, manufacturing, importing,
repairing or pawnbrokering firearms. By law, all
FFLs must keep records of their firearms transactions
and forward all their records to ATF upon going out
of business.

FIREARM SERIAL NUMBER

The Gun Control Act of 1968 requires that an indi-
vidual serial number be affixed to firearms manufac-
tured or imported into the United States. This unique
serial number is one of several key elements used in
accurately identifying a firearm and tracing it to the
FFL who first sold it to an unlicensed purchaser.

FIREARM TRACE

The systematic process of tracking a recovered crime
gun’s history from its source (manufacturer/importer)
through the chain of distribution (wholesaler/retailer)
to the individual who first purchases the firearm.

FIREARM TRACE REQUEST

Information submitted to the NTB by the law enforce-
ment community to solve individual crimes and
acquire illegal trafficking information. Requests may
be submitted by telephone (high priority/urgent),
facsimile, mail, or as an electronic file through several
different formats. ATF trace request forms require
specific information to include, but not limited to, a
description of the firearm, the individuals possessing
or associated with the firearm, the recovery location,
and the underlying offense that brought the crime gun
to the attention of law enforcement.

FIREARM TYPE

The NTC categorizes firearms into a number of types
that include, but are not limited to, pistols, revolvers,
derringers, shotguns, rifles, combination firearms,
machine guns, destructive devices, and unknown gun
type. Firearms are generally described by identifying
the firearm type, manufacturer, and caliber. This
information, together with additional data such as the
serial number and model, are used to accurately trace
a firearm.

SEMIAUTOMATIC PISTOL

Any repeating pistol which utilizes a portion
of the energy of a firing cartridge to extract
the fired cartridge case and chamber the next
round, and which requires a separate pull of
the trigger to fire each cartridge.

PISTOL

A weapon originally designed, made, and
intended to fire a projectile (bullet) from one
or more barrels when held in one hand, and
having (a) a chamber(s) as an integral part(s)
of, or permanently aligned with, the bore(s);
and (b) a short stock designed to be gripped
by one hand and at an angle to and extending
below the line of the bore(s).

REVOLVER

A projectile weapon of the pistol type, having a
breechloading chambered cylinder so arranged
that the cocking of the hammer or movement of
the trigger rotates it and brings the next
cartridge in line with the barrel for firing.

DERRINGER

The term “derringer” has no legal definition,
but for the purposes of this report it is
interpreted as any one of a variety of small
pocket or palm size pistols having one or
more barrels.

RIFLE

A weapon designed or redesigned, made or
remade, and intended to be fired from the
shoulder, and designed or redesigned and
made or remade to use the energy of the
explosive in a fixed metallic cartridge to fire
only a single projectile through a rifled bore
for each single pull of the trigger.

SHOTGUN

A weapon designed or redesigned, made or
remade, and intended to be fired from the
shoulder, and designed or redesigned and
made or remade to use the energy of the
explosive in a fixed shotgun shell to fire
through a smooth bore either a number of ball
shot or a single projectile for each single pull
of the trigger.
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COMBINATION GUN

A multi-barreled firearm designed or
redesigned, made or remade, and intended to
be fired from the shoulder having two or more
different caliber barrels. Such firearms
generally exhibit some combination of rifled
barrels and smoothbore shotgun barrels.

MACHINEGUN

This term includes, in part, any weapon which
shoots, is designed to shoot, or can be readily
restored to shoot, automatically more than one
shot, without manual reloading, by a single
function of the trigger. The term shall also
include the frame or receiver of any such weapon.

DESTRUCTIVE DEVICE

This term includes, in part, any type of weapon by what-
ever name known which will, or which may be readily
converted to, expel a projectile by the action of an explo-
sive or other propellant, and which has any barrel with a
bore of more than one-half inch in diameter.

IMPORTER

Any person engaged in the business of importing or
bringing firearms or ammunition into the United
States for purposes of sale or distribution. The term
shall include any person who engages in such busi-
ness on a part-time basis.

INVESTIGATIVE TRACE

Investigative traces are traces that go beyond the first
retail purchaser through the chain of possession until
the crime gun reaches the crime gun possessor. After
its initial retail purchase, a crime gun may be trans-
ferred repeatedly before being used in a crime. Fur-
ther information regarding the crime gun’s trail is
obtained by ATF field personnel and/or other mem-
bers of the law enforcement community.

MANUFACTURER

Any person engaged in the business of manufacturing
firearms or ammunition for purposes of sale or distri-
bution. The term shall include any person who
engages in such business on a part-time basis.

MARKET AREA

An area where firearms acquired in one or more
source areas are possessed by individuals from whom
they are later recovered.

OBLITERATED SERIAL NUMBER

Some individuals obliterate or attempt to obliterate
the firearm serial number to make it more difficult to
trace. ATF and local law enforcement agencies can
restore the serial numbers of many of these crime
guns. Obliteration of a serial number is a felony
under Federal law, as is the possession of a firearm
with an obliterated serial number.

PAWNBROKER

Any person whose business or occupation includes
the taking or receiving, by way of pledge or pawn, of
any firearm as security for the payment or repayment
of money.

POSSESSOR
The individual in possession of a crime gun at the
time of its recovery by law enforcement.

ONLINE LEAD

ATF’s information system designed to produce
investigative leads concerning illegal firearms traf-
ficking. The system compiles trace information in
order to identify recurring trends and patterns that
may indicate illegal trafficking. Online LEAD is an
investigative tool provided to ATF field offices for use
by local and State task forces.

PURCHASER

The individual who purchases a firearm from an FFL.
A firearm trace seeks to identify the FFL who first sold
the crime gun and the first individual who purchased
the f